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and inadequate. Since the factories could not supply him with consumer
goods, the peasant had no incentive to produce more than he and his
family needed, and conversely, factory hands saw no point in working if
they could not obtain food and clothing in reasonable quantities. Many
of them left the towns for the country in the hope of obtaining food and
it is estimated that three years after the Revolution, urban workers in
Petrograd numbered only about one-third of those employed in 1916.
Trotsky himself tells us that the Kulak cut down his sowings, that indus-
trial production fell to one-fifth of the pre-war level and that *the collapse
of the productive forces surpassed anything of the kind that history had
ever seen. The country and the Government with it were on the edge of
the abyss'.
Desperate remedies were tried in vain. The 'poor peasants' were
charged with the duty of collecting grain levies from the Kulaks by force;
factory hands were often paid in kind; and in some industries labour was
put under military discipline. Trotsky indeed proposed the militarization
of all labour. His proposal was rejected, but troops were employed in the
mines and in certain important industries.
By 1921 the people of Petrograd and Moscow were living on a daily
food ration of two ounces of bread and a few frozen potatoes, and were
entirely without fuel. The situation was so serious that only two courses
were open to the Government. Either Trotsky's scheme of universal
compulsion must be accepted and drastically enforced, or Marxist theories
must be abandoned for the time being. The Bolsheviks chose the latter
alternative and in March 1921 Lenin introduced the New Economic
Policy, which amounted to a virtual suspension of the Marxist economic
programme.
THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY
Under the New Economic Policy private trade was again permitted, and
at the same time the peasant was allowed, after paying a heavy tax on
grain, to sell his surplus freely, or to keep it for himself. The old channels
of trade soon began to operate again, or as Trotsky put it 'the market,
legalized by the New Economic Policy began with the help of an organ-
ized currency to do its work*. From a Communist of long standing, this
tribute to the value of a sound monetary system reads strangely, but the
rapidity with which the economy began to recover could not be gainsaid.
In 1922, the harvest was up to about three-quarters of the pre-war figure,
while a contemporary observer reports that shops and cafiSs reappeared in